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Commissioner Jane E. Henney
Parklawn Building, Rm 14-71
5600 Fishers Lane
Rockville, MD 20857

Re: Antibiotic Use in Animal Feed

Dear Commissioner Henney,

We were deeply troubled after reading the enclosed article in Time magazine regarding
the 19 million lbs of antibiotics which are fed to chickens, pigs, and cattle every year
simply to make them grow faster.

This means that every time I serve my family a meal, the meat or poultry probably
contains antibiotics that are passing into our bodies, and we will be developing a
resistance towards them. What will happen if one day we might need those same
antibiotics to treat a serious illness? There is a strong possibility that they will not be
effective.

We are writing to ask you to do all you can to ban those antibiotics which are medically
useful to humans from all future use in animal feed.

Very truly yours,

~’lxYSnu&3

Eleanor DiFranco
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fashioned com so that not all pests become
resistant. But these efforts haven’t silenced
critics, especially in Britain, where a noisy
debate is raging over what the London
tabloids like to call “Frankenstein foods.”
Last week the British Medical Association
called for a moratorium on commercial
planting of all transgenic crops until scien-
tists agree on their safety. In India, Mon-

protests over its stalled plans to include in
its new crops so-called terminator technol-
ogy that would compel farmers to buy fresh
seed for each planting.

Viewing the new crops as useful al-
ternatives to pesticides, most scientists
want work on them to continue, if more
cautiously. The message from the mon-
archs, meanwhile, is that even the most

l-intentioned biotechnologies are not
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originated not from any single chicken
farm but from farms across Minnesota
and surrounding states-suggesting that
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industry. Their conclusion: the antibiotic
produced a resistant bug that was
passed directly to consumers, probably
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